VZCZCXR06326 

PP  RUEHAG  RUEHROV  RUEHSR 
DE  RUEHWR  #0186  0500654 
ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 
P 190654Z  FEB  09 
FM  AMEMBASSY  WARSAW 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  7837 

INFO  RUCNMEM/EU  MEMBER  STATES  COLLECTIVE 

RUEHEG/AMEMBASSY  CAIRO  0051 

RUE HTV / AMEMBAS S Y TEL  AVIV  1516 

RUEH JM/ AMCONSUL  JERUSALEM  0268 

RUE HUNV/USMIS SION  UNVIE  VIENNA  0072 

RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  1442 

CONFIDENTIAL  WARSAW  000186 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  NEA/IPA  ALENTZ 
E.O.  12958:  DECL : 02/18/2014 

TAGS:  EFIN  PGOV  PTER  PHUM  KPAL  KWBG  PREL  PL 
SUBJECT:  POLISH  RESPONSE  TO  U.S.  PLANS  FOR  MARCH  2 
CONFERENCE,  SHARM  AL-SHEIKH 

REF:  A.  STATE  14575 

IB.  WARSAW  DAILY  2/9 

Classified  By:  Acting  Econ  Counselor  Palaia  for  reasons:  1.4(b,d) 

(C)  On  February  18,  EconOff  delivered  demarche  (ref  A)  to 
Witold  Smidowski,  the  MFA  desk  officer  for  the  Palestinian 
Authority,  and  to  Krzysztof  Buzalski  in  the  MFA's  Department 
of  Development  Cooperation.  They  stated  that  Foreign 
Minister  Sikorski  had  received  a personal  invitation  to  the 
conference  planned  for  March  2 from  the  Egyptian  Trade 
Minister.  Smidowski  said  that  the  Poles  would  like  to  be 
represented  at  the  Minister  level,  and  are  working  on 
re-arranging  Sikorski 's  schedule  to  make  his  participation 
possible.  The  Poles  hope  for  a "businesslike  conference" 
focused  on  aid,  and  hope  the  Egyptian  hosts  will  not  try  to 
force  political  questions  onto  the  agenda.  When  asked  about 
a possible  Polish  pledge,  Smidowski  and  Buzalski  noted  that 
Poland  and  the  Palestinian  Authority  recently  signed  an 
agreement  on  development  cooperation,  and  that  in  its  2009 
assistance  budget,  the  MFA  has  designated  PLN  1.5  million 
(about  USD  430,000)  for  assistance  projects,  including 
training  about  30  police.  The  Poles  have  also  provided  EUR 
230,000  to  UNRWA  for  humanitarian  assistance  in  Gaza  (ref  B) . 

Post  will  follow-up  to  confirm  details  of  Polish 
participation . 
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